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eluded in some one of the five thriving, democratic
commonwealths that had taken their places in the
Union on a common basis with the older States of
the East and the South. Furthermore, the Missis-
sippi had ceased to be a boundary. A magnificent
vista reaching off to the remoter West and North-
west had been opened up; the frontier had been
pushed far out upon the plains of Minnesota and
Iowa. Decade after decade the powerful epic of
westward expansion, shot through with countless
tales of heroism and sacrifice, had steadily un-
folded before the gaze of an astonished world; and
the end was not yet in sight.